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622 THE MONIST. 

"The genetic method does not aim at a complete individual synthesis. Under 
" its guidance, contemporary philosophy should not attempt the reformulation of 
"all knowledge. Its function is that of an intellectual clearing-house, to borrow a 
' ' figure from the commercial world. The business of the philosopher is to equate 
"the deposits and indicate the deficits of the special sciences. This is an office 
' ' which many can perform better than a few, and thus philosophy as well as sci- 
"ence may be made social and co-operative, although it will always remain true 
" that philosophy in the active sense is not every man's business." 

Conformably to the method prescribed, President Hill takes up successively in 
the ten chapters of his book the genesis of Matter, Life, Consciousness, Feeling, 
Thought, Will, Art, Morality, Religion, and Science. He presents and elaborates 
in a vigorous and graphic style the newest results and theories which bear on these 
various questions, and although the cultivators of certain branches of metaphysics 
will receive the impression that President Hill has slighted some important aspects 
of philosophy which in themselves are justly entitled to the rank of a scientific dis- 
cipline, it must be remembered that he restricts the designation "philosophy" to 
individual attempts " to solve the central problems of knowing and being. " Upon 
the whole his estimates are just and practical. 

We are not inclined to accept, to their full extent, the introductory remarks of 
the author on the general character and methods of "philosophy," however perti- 
nent they may be to certain systems and epochs ; nevertheless, the book may be 
characterised as a good synoptic introduction into the new synthetic philosophy of 
science. T. J. McC. 

Logic. By Dr. Christoph Sigwart, Professor of Philosophy at the University of 
Tubingen. Translated by Helen Dendy. London : Swan Sonnenschein & 
Co. New York : Macmillan & Co. 1895. Two Volumes. Price, $5.50. Pp. 
Vol. I, 403. Pp., Vol. II, 592. 
We may refer our readers for a detailed analysis of Professor Sigwart's views of 
logic to the review which we gave of the second edition of the German work in the 
July, 1894, Monisl, page 614, and to No. 107 of The Open Court, 1889. It would 
be entirely supererogatory to say anything about the position which Professor Sig- 
wart's work holds in this department of inquiry, or to emphasise its importance as 
a text-book and compendium of the subject. Both are recognised, and the trans- 
latress, by her careful work, and the publishers, by the splendid form in which they 
have produced the volumes, have rendered an important service to the English- 
speaking public. In a brief Preface to the English translation the author acknowl- 
edges his great indebtedness to English logicians, and trusts that for this reason his 
book will not appear to English readers entirely as a foreigner. He has also a brief 
word to say on the almost insuperable difficulties attending the translation of a phil- 
osophical treatise, and assures us on the ground of his own careful revision that the 
translation is completely free from misunderstandings, and that it represents every- 
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where as exactly as possible the original text. So far as we have been able to see 
his confidence is justified, although, drawing its material, as the work does, from so 
many special sciences, one can scarcely imagine a book in which the liability to 
mistakes is greater. 1 The second volume is supplied with a good index of subjects, 
to which an index of names might have been added. A propos of difficulties of 
translation, it would be an excellent practice, and no inconsiderable aid to future 
workers, if the translators of philosophical works would always add a glossary of the 
German terms for which we have no exact English equivalents and of which the 
translations vary, together with the renderings which they have adopted in each 
special case. The work belongs to the Library of Philosophy, edited by J. H. Muir- 
head. fi. 

Comte, Mill, and Spencer. An Outline of Philosophy. By John Watson, 
LL.D. Glasgow : James Maclehose & Sons. New York : Macmillan & Co. 
1895. Pages, 302. Price, $1.75. 

There is a great danger just now, the author thinks, "that philosophy, in the 
large sense in which it was understood by Plato and Aristotle, should be lost in arti- 
ficial divisions and in a mass of empirical detail." He has accordingly sought to 
indicate by the sub-title of his little work that he aims to present the fundamental 
elements of philosophy as a scientific discipline. In other words, he has sought to 
be "at once critical and constructive." His philosophical creed, which he denom- 
inates Intellectual Idealism, is "the doctrine that we are capable of knowing real- 
ity as it actually is, and that reality when so known is absolutely rational." The 
method by which he has attempted to enforce his views is "to show that the ideas 
' ' which lie at the basis of mathematics, physics, biology, psychology and ethics, 
' ' religion and art, are related to each other as developing forms or phases of one 
" idea — the idea of self-conscious reason. But, partly out of respect for their emi- 
' ' nence, and partly as a means of orientation, both for myself and for the students 
' ' under my charge (for whom this Outline was originally prepared), I have examined 
" certain views of Comte, Mill, and Spencer — and also, I may add, of Darwin and 
"Kant — which appear to me inadequate." 

Chapter I. states in excellent terms the problem of philosophy as conceived by 
the author, and sums up the distinctions between science proper and philosophy 
proper as follows : 

' ' Firstly, science deals with objects as such, philosophy with the knowledge of 
' ' objects. Secondly, science assumes that real knowledge is possible, philosophy 
"inquires into the truth of that assumption. Thirdly, science deals with the rela- 
" tions of objects to one another, philosophy with their relations to existence as a 



1 It may seem trivial, but it will perhaps be helpful in the correction of a possible second 
edition of the translation to state, that in a footnote on page 521, Vol. 2, flagellatte and dino- 
flagellatce should hejlagellata and dinoflagellata. 



